Vaccines against cysticercosis and hydatidosis.
The recombinant vaccines that have been developed against cysticercosis and hydatidosis in sheep and cattle are remarkable for their effectiveness and are prominent as examples of the very few non-living vaccines against parasitic diseases. Their development has been through practical application of molecular parasitology, utilising immunochemical techniques in antigen identification and recombinant DNA methods in antigen production. This brief overview discusses the contribution of molecular techniques to the successful development of recombinant vaccines against Taenia ovis, Taenia saginata and Echinococcus granulosus as well as the immunological and genomic studies that have arisen from their development.